Mr. Edward F. Reilly, Jr.
Chairman, U.S. Parole Commission
5550 Friendship Boulevard, Suite 420
Chevy Chase, Maryland, 20815-7286
U.S.A.

Zagreb, May 30, 2003

Re: Zvonko Busic 03941-158

Dear Mr. Chairman,

The Croatian Society of Political Prisoners represents the interests of all Croatian citizens who are or have been imprisoned as a result of their struggle for Croatian independence against Communism and/or totalitarianism.  In Mr. Busic’s case we have made an exception because we feel that politics has played a role in the past in decisions made in his case; that is, that the former Yugoslav Communist government applied pressure on the United States before Croatia became independent (as attested to by a letter of the late Evan Kemp, former EEOC director, which is in your files).  Our society numbers over 8000 members, and over 100,000 Croatian citizens were imprisoned for political reasons in their struggle against various dictatorships.  The median term was 4.2 years per prisoner.  For a nation of only 4.5 million, this was a terrible burden to bear, but it illustrates the love and desire of our people for freedom. 

Attempts by Croatians to oust the Communist leadership in 1971 all failed, in spite of the support of then President Nixon, who said during a visit to Zagreb that “Croatia will live forever!”  A dictatorship was imposed similar to that in Czechoslovakia in 1968, where the young student Jan Palach set himself on fire because of his feelings of powerlessness to protect his nation . Zvonko Busic also felt deeply the suffering of his people and attempted to sacrifice himself, his freedom, for a higher ideal of freedom for his nation.  His methods were illegal and he violated the laws of the United States, but he felt he had no other options at that time.  Every act of resistance was put down in former Yugoslavia, so he hoped that America, the leader of the free world, would have sympathy and understanding for his desperate act.   The loss of human life was unintentional, and Mr. Busic has expressed deep and sincere remorse since the beginning, which the Court has pointed out on several occasions.  Our members also grieve for the tragic accident which led to the death of a police officer.

Croatians, who have themselves suffered greatly throughout history, are deeply concerned about the difficult fate of Zvonko Busic, who is serving his 27th year in prison.  Having in mind that

· Zvonko Busic is a first offender and has never committed any other offenses against American law;

· The trial judge, John Bartels, recommended his release after ten years;

· The Croatian people support the humanitarian release of Zvonko Busic (over 200,000 people signed petitions asking for this humanitarian issue to be resolved);

· The Croatian government supports the humanitarian release;

· Zvonko Busic has served over twice as long as his co-defendants, although one was convicted of the same counts

the Croatian Society of Political Prisoners respectfully requests that the Commission show compassion and grant Mr. Busic parole so that he can be deported to Croatia.  He represents no threat whatsoever to any society, and, as he only has three plus years remaining to serve, a release now would allow him to see his ill, 84 year old mother one last time.

Respectfully,

Jure Knezovic, President
Croatian Society of Political Prisoners
