The Croatians’ Cause
To the Editor:

‘As the trial of the Croatian sky-
jackers proceeds, it is an urgent mat-
ter that the press, radio and TV not be
victimized and used as organs of prop-
aganda by the Government of Yugo-
slavia.

In Croatia, a nation of some 4.4
million people, one fifth the popula-
* tion of Yugoslavia, more than 1.5 mil-
lion people have been exterminated or
imprisoned since Tito assumed power.
Today concentration camps and poli-
tical prisons dot the landscape—to
name a few: Goli Otok, an island of
rock in the Adriatic; Zenica in Bosnia;
Celovina; Lepoglava; Stara Gradiska;
Foca; Svetgrgur; Stolac; Srijemska
Mitrovica—all places noted for the
.physical torture of political prisoners.

Apart from the hundreds of thou-
sands of political victims, Tito’s
Government has imprisoned thousands
of priests and executed more than 600
members of the Croatian Catholic

- clergy--as_well as Protestant Bishop
Pop, Patriarch of the Croatian Ortho-
dox Church, and the leader of the
Zagreb Moslems, ~Muftic. Cardinal

Stepinac, saved from execution by
world opinion, was sentenced to
16 years’ imprisonment at hard labor.

For years there has been a major

worldwide propaganda effort by Bel- -

grade to portray Croations as “‘ex-
tremists,” “terrorists,” “criminals and

bandits,” “Ustashi-facists,” and “Nazi-
collaborators.” The primary sources
for this propaganda are Tanjug, the
Yugoslav Propaganda Ministry press
releases, wire service reports usually
based on Tanjug reports and Yugoslav
Information Centers.

Following demonstrations of 30,000
Croatian students in December of
1971, Tito sent in Serbian police units
to make mass arrests. In 1972 the
International League for the Rights of
Man stated: “Altogether, 16,000 former
party members, writers, elementary
school teachers, university professors,
newsmen, TV commentators, some
priests—all Croatians—were arrested,
tried, again arrested, released for a
while, and again rearrested.”

Despite $6 billion in U.S. aid, Bel-
grade always opposes Uus in the U.N,,
promotes revolution in Puerto Rico and
Central America, harasses American-
Croatian citizens and lets the Soviet
fleet use its ports.

With no intention to injure anyone,

five skyjackers now face death sen-
tences as a result of their attempt to
get some facts published in the press.
We will shortly face a post-Tito crisis.
Perhaps we can no longer afford an
amoral and expedient foreign policy
that supports Belgrade.
DAVID ALDRICH
‘New York, Sept. 27, 1976

The writer is legal counsel to the
accused.
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Judge Mbwdératyes‘f
Prison Sen tences
Of ’76 Hijackers

By WOLFGANG SAXON

A Federal judge in Brooklyn, who had
sentenced four Croatian nationalists toup
to life in prison for the 1976 hijacking of
an American airliner, yesterday de-
| clared them eligible for parole after Dec.
131. A New York City bomb squad officer
was killed trying to dismantle a bomb left
behind by the hijackers, who hoped.to
dramatize demands for Croatian inde-
| pendence from Yugoslavia. SR

Over the objections of the prosecution,
Judge John R. Bartels of Eastern District
Court found that the defendants had
shown “exemplary adjustment” in Fed-
eral detention since their sentencing in
July 1977 and he granted a defease motion
for modified sentences. . .

The defendants are Zvonko Busic, the
29.year-old leader of the hijackers; his
wife, Julienne; Petar Matanic and Frane
Pesut. The Busics had been found guilty
by a Federal court jury in May 1977 on
three counts of air piracy resulting in- a
death, air piracy and conspiracy, while
the other two defendants were found
guilty only of air piracy and conspiracy.

Judge Bartels meted ont mandatory life
terms for the Busics and made Mr.%usic
eligible for parole in 10 years and his wife

yela\rs before becoming eligible for pa-
role. . o
A fifth defendant in the hijacking,

charge of air piracy before the others .
went on trial and received a 30-year sen-
tence. He was not involved in yesterday’s
proceedings. 3
Chicago-Bound Plane Seized

The group seized control of a Trdns
World Airlines plane bound from La
Guardia Airport for Chicago on Sept. 10,
1976. The jet, carrying more than 50 pas-
sengers and crew, was over Buffalo when
the group threatened to blow it up and
forced the pilot to head for Montreal and
eventually on to Paris, where the hijack-
ers were arrested.

While their hostages were released un-

harmed, a 27-year-old police officer,
Brian Murray, was Killed and three fel-
low officers were injured in New York.
They had been sent to Grand Central Ter-
minal to disarm a bomb after the hijack-
ers, still in flight, had informed authori-
ties that it had been left there in a locker.
Judge Bartels’s action befqre an over-
flow courtroom audience, consisting
largely of supporters of the Croatian
cause, followed a strong denunciatidn by
the judge of what he described as the de-
fendants’ abuse of this country’s hospital-
ity and laws.
At the same time, Judge Bartels noted
that the Busics had set up a trust fund for
the two children of Officer Murray with
$4,000 received from their sympathizers,
and that they had promised to support the
fund with up to 10 percent of their earn-
ings once they left prison. -
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In imposing sentence two months later, *

in 8 years. The other two men were given ;
30-year-terms and ordered to serve 10 .

Mark Vlasic, had pleaded guilty to.a %
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Thoudh the White House bas al
peady said that the hijackers——on
Coves from the Yuzosiav republic of
gatin—-will be brought to justice,
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YUGOSLAVIA ASSAILS
DS ONJETHIACKING

Says F.B.1s Vielding to Terrorist

Demand to Distribute Statement
to Press Was ‘Unfriendly 7ot

By MALCOLM W, BROWNE
Special to The New York Times
RELGRADE, Sept. 13 — Yugoslavia,
which has demanded American action
against Yugoslav dissidents living in the
Tinited States, charged through ifs con-

wrolled press and broadcasts today that

American ‘“elements” were involved in
the Croatian hijacking of an American
airliner Friday. |

Apart from attacks on the United States i
in the press here, the Yugoslav Govern- |
ment has submitted at least one high- !
ievel protest to Washington. Belgrade |
complained that the Frderal Burcau of |
Investigation had not only failed to stop
the terrorists, but had alsp complied with
n terrorist demand that anti-Belgrade
statermnents be distributed to American
newspapers for publication.

The Yugoslav Government has officially

_ doscribed this as an “unfriendly act.” a

horsh diplomatic phrase that in other
situations in other countries has some-
times led to a break in diplomatic rela-
tons.

The Government news agency Tanjug
sot ihe tone in an editorial saying:

“blane hijacking in the United States
1% one of a series of anti-Yugoslav actions
programmed by U. S. reactionary quar-
ters, which oppose the development of
griendly relations between the U. 5. And
Yugosiavia.”

Enmity to Nonaligned Clted

The Communist Party newspaper Borbha
asserted that the hijacking, which was
carried out hy six Creatian separatists
from 1a Guardia Alrport in New Yorl,
was part of an American campaign to
sabotage the work of “non-aligned” na-
tions.

The hijacking ended in Paris Saturday

_when the Croatian terrorists surrendered

+0 the French police without flarming the
plane or the passengers on board. A bomb
ihey had left in Grand Central Terminai
extloded while being examined by the
ey York police, however, killing one
policeman.

Yvugoslavia has warned the United
Srates that there is little chance of an
improvement in relations between the
two couniries unless Washinglon com-
plies with jong-standing Yugoslav de-
mands to move against Yugoslav critics
of President Tito’s Government living in
America.

Specifically, Yuposiavia has fong soupht
an exchange of information and cooperi-
Gon wilth the FBL in running down
yugosiay dissidents, an arrangement that
Belgrade has achieved in West Germany
and has soupht in other countries, nota-
hly Australia and Canasla,

Among the millions of Yugoslavs lving
abroad, many bitterly opp the Rel-
grade  Government, amd hem
dozens of emigre peliticad
Monrish, Some are terror

Heve in peaceful poiliicat tactis,




