Researchers Examine

Terrorist Psychology

By ROCHELLE SEMMELALBIN -

OMETIMES when terrorists or
bank robbers hold hostages for
a long time, & bond grows be-
_tween the captors and the cap-
tives. In some (nstances the attach.
ment has beea 5o intense that hostages
have threatened rescuers with assault,
later visited their captors in jail, setup
legal defense funds for them and even
agreed to marriage. In other cases, the
captors’ attachment for their hostages
{sall thatsaves thecaptives' lives.' ~
Psychologists call such behavior the
Stockholm syndrome. It was f{irst noted
six years ago when a robber held Stock-
holm bank employees captive for five
and a hall days. One hostage tele-
phoned the Swedish prime minister
{rom the bank and said she {elt that the
robbers were protecting the hostages
{rom the police; later the hostages told
of wondering why they dida't hate their
captors,

Study of this syndrome |5 partof new

and research effort here and
abroad to understand what motivates
terrorists and how best to resolve situa-
tions in which bostages are held. And
this research s part of the arsenal of
the sophisticated hostage-taker.
Psychologists
familiar with the treatment being ac-

corded the Americans held captive in

the United States embassy in Teheran

say that the militant Iranian students

holding them apparently are aware of

the . Stockholm syndrome_and have

" and psychiatrists °

"Rochelle Semmel Albin, a psycholo-

gist, writes frequently on psychological
and health topics. FOABre

taken measures to prevenat it from in-°
terferning with their aims. o

Dr. Frank Ochberg, a psychiatrist,
director of mental health for the State®
of Michigan and a member of the Jus--
tice Department’s 1975 National Task
Force on Terror and Disorder, sald the
syndrome could make it difficult for
captors to kill their hostages, and so-
phisticated terrorists have been ob-
served to separate those in control of
the attack from those guarding the hos-
tages so that someone will be capable

T

of killing i necessary. - - ii o
Dr. Ochberg sugpgested that the Ira-
nians might be using this technique

-when “‘they rotate guards and force

bandages -on.the heads of captives,
which dehumanize them further and
make killing easier.'”” However, he said
he -was uncertain about whether the
Stockholm syndrome would apply to
Iran, which be called a “'special tacti-
calcase.” - T L O™

On the.surface, at least, the syn-
drome appears o be affecting the hos-
tages. Three who were allowed to be in-
terviewed Sunday said that they had
made good:friends among their cap-
tors, and seemed intrigued {f not per.
suaded -by- their. captors’ - political
views. - -~ . .

Dr..Ochberg sald that this response
must be at least partly due to the Stock-
bolm syndrome. *l wouldn't be sur-
prised {f these feelings lasted for as
long as a couple of years and that the
hostages would have a loaging to main-
tain contact with their guards. This
could be disruptive when they get back

. to their families, who are angry about

what happened.'*

What Is bappeniog in Iran is not ter-
rorism, Dr. Ochberg said, because the
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Cortinued From Poge Cl

Iranian povernoiont sanctions the at.
tack. “'In terrosist situations," he sald,
“hostages ‘are surrounded by armed
hstage-takers who ere themselves
surrcanded by armed police, In con-
trast, In tran, hostages are surTounded
by ermed hosiepe-takers who are sur-

rondedbyas thetlc povernment,
As 8 result Eﬂu@uleu coene

aod go It they like, sleen regulatly end
m‘r::mm:.-oummmam
conveational terrorist attack.*

Dr. Ochberg sald that lessons
fearned from sudylng terrorism could
belp explain what goes oo between hos.
tage and DPostepe-taker in lean

~ “Strategies of resolution, however, dil.

fer {rom those usad In terrTorist situs.
tions,"” he sald, "We are not dealing
with & ‘criminal proup which has
through threat of violence rendered
thelr government powesless bat rather
with & government supposting and
sbetting hostage extortion. "

He s2id that when captors kill & hos-
wage, It s usaally doe to an *inftisl ex-

ertion of power, to terrorisns’ desire (o
show that they have force and are will.
Iagtousele.” e
“Probabdly as a result of the fnéreas.
Ing atiachment that t Iy cccurs
between bastage and go-taker,
ere rarcly Rilled after the

third ay of captivity,” Dr. Ochberg |
,sald, ¥

Rescees Poae Blggest Threat

Seventy (o B) percent of all bostape
éeaths occur nll:n endcla degc.%n
rescue attempls, “The siratezy In
most cazes [5 1o sit walt entil hos
tage-takers tre and the Stockdolm syn-
drome takesover," hesald,

There Lz little systematic rezearthon
termocism (o gulde strategy In the [2a.
nlan gituation, ""Whatever we hoow,' |
2aid Patrick Mullaney, chief of the
F.B.L": ctermorism  secikn, “comes
from acalysisof particular lacidents oy
they happen, e Hanall confrentation
i Waskington and the Moloccan traln -
atiacks [a The Netberlands, for b
stance.* -

To learn more about terurist Eocl.
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fst games In Berlin, W,
Tel Aviv, Dr. Jeanne Koo b0, 40d

end exscutive Eirectar of (he g
Uonal Soctety for Politicel Ty b o4
faid the slmulsted terrorist events &jor
Vs ur games,” Dr, Kot tald, S -
are more Interested (n (actors sush oy
bow declzions are mode, how teams ge.
ganize themaives and Ia the lmpact of |

Cocltion-makers’ persocally -
ogicome.* = < the

Priscoers Are latenviewed

Brien Jenkins, @irector of restyrch
oa pelitical violence and terrorism st
the Rand Corporatlon, s think tank Is
“Sinta Moclcs, Calil,, 2aié that the
games are wsell “"dut oaly for Muml.
pating what hagpens once & terrorist
situation occors end (h¢n only 15 (e ex.
tent that the game players are repees
gentative of terroriun, The pames tell
v pothlog about why become

* terrorists por abou! what pocs on [

- recent
. Bezle, & Croatian patiosalidt serviag a

lite sentence for gle plracy and a police. |
_man'sdeath. :
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thelr group ooce hey bave commltted ©

. thetaselves tothdsllfe™ ~

‘Dr. Kautson, & prycholopist end
political sclentist’ et the Unlversity of *
Califor=in af Los Angeles, is Interview. |
prisoners here and abroad [ an at- .
teopt to understand thelr motives. dns |
paper, ehe cdescribed Zwoako

aliog VIO seatatliog tastcecions 1
h ing Batroctions, In
8 locker at Grund Central'Terminal,
then hijacked a O TWA
alrliner, Olficlals met coe of hiy six de.
toands, pablication of his antl-Yugosla.
vian manifesto In five rewspa.
pers. But the bomd Milicg a

* pollceman end Injuring three others,

While growing up, the adulta that My, -
Included

" Basic admired moet

Stephan
Padic, en éarly Croatian pationalist,
end & cousin, & dlazident, whom he de.
scribed s the “ideal of Croatian na.

paresis wanted him to

He attended universities in Yugo-
vis, Austris and the United States,
leaving each time because of finsncial
pressures of because of the tenston that

)
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" as Mustrative of the three life expert-

. €2l noeds puch ot Mr, Bsic's drive to
- eatadlish bils kdentt

o —

Naig . '
i . 1 Sgrie o

surrounded Bis Slne rca.‘,l.-zgt;

Enutson fnsists, snd wanted desper. |

ately for his hostages to respect him.,

Me {s partioslarly upset that he could '

pot explaln the

fiine
Croatlan matlocalizm. .

aré perteclly willing to, execote Doty

1'topes whom they see a1 mere pokdrg’|

Mr. Dasic abhored wiolence, Dr,..” Chips 1obe esnd a3 barter or 10 be diso !
1 earded, depending on thelr poaly.’” ot v

“* Bot mote commen [ e Unlt

¢ States, she pald, 43 what the calls the

roating cause at bis' S reluctazt capter, for whom' bostages iy

trial 5o that the fury “would ot Jeast 7' areaniscidental part of the scheme S ST

kotatmd:hmn!flnz.mig [T

eximal.” b

Dr. Koutson views Mr. Busic’s story

cnces ghe considecs pecessary foe ter-
rorist behavior: soclalization to shared
oftural bellefs toch as. Mr. HBusic’s
chlldhood ¢
sbout the borrors of Yugosiavian op-

pressien and about heroos sukh Ag -

Radic; Intensely pressing prychologl-

* som, and major llle disappolatments

zuch a3 Mr, Buzlc's tnabllity to beconie
an “educated man.*

From 42 indepth Interviews col.
lected from United Statey peisonces
convicted of pollticsl crimes, Dr. Kout.
som has become comvinced thatl *(wo
very different t
logically™ take

to take hostopes In onder to achleve

palitical ends. Theze deliberatacaptors  Gaxe Uy attalnthis,
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Three Foetoes IaTerrorlsm il

+ cause to win over hostages,

rposare lo villagers” stores . coce: political lajustices are éraza.

i tlzed.

23 8 valuable per. 7

of poople poycho. . , frest paychological benelit rom publicy
“Some ter. ol acknowisdgement
rorists,” she sald, “plan from the start

f+ o Oe reluctant capror such ks Moot
Busic,” De. Knutson sald, " bostages?
‘are poople. Instead of attempiing tos

Cehumanize them a3 the Celiderttes
capioes often do, the reluctant hostagest.
takers depeod 0o the urgency of theirg

They want*
thelr bostages to respect and like themy
and feel convinced that this will bappen

' Lo ler Al

Gavernmenta] Attitute Clted © = 'uffl-*
Dr. Kautson emphiasizes that lc'rinr::,
Le2s consider themselves freodom fAghlsy
ers rather than criminale.-And,'shel
erydes, it 1s o rigld governmental view
of thesm a3 criminals that often drives,
th=m to violence. . j.08
Reluctast bostagedalers, In particy- -
lar, the says, want t0 talk about their.
mission and their cause. They derive

of thelr political consg
cerns and ere usually eble (o accept &y
reoviclert and facesaving resolution.
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